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18.3 SPSS in Focus: The Related-Samples Sign Test
There is no command in SPSS to compute a one-sample sign test, but there 
is a command to compute a related-samples sign test. Based on data given 
in Table 18.2 in Example 18.2, we concluded that outbursts were more 
common in a class taught by a substitute teacher compared to a class 
taught by a full-time teacher, x = 9, p < .05. Let us confirm this conclusion 
using SPSS.

1.	 Click on the Variable View tab and enter substitute in the Name col-
umn; enter fulltime in the Name column below it. In the Decimals 
column, reduce the value to 0 for both rows.

2.	 Click on the Data View tab. Enter the number of outbursts for each 
variable that is listed in the middle two columns of Table 18.3.

3.	 Go to the menu bar and click Analyze, then Nonparametric tests 
and 2 Related Samples . . . , to display the dialog box shown in  
Figure 18.4.

4.	 Using the arrows, move fulltime into the Test Pairs: box, and move 
substitute into the same box, as shown in Figure 18.4. In the Test 
Type box, make sure Sign is checked and Wilcoxon is unchecked.

5.	 Select OK, or select Paste and click the Run command.

FIGURE 18.4 SPSS Dialog Box in Steps 3 and 4


